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HUSBAND-WIFE CERAMICS TEAM. 




local + cs + ht 
Michael D. and Susan Jean Peterson, a husband-wife ceramics team, will present a 
display entitled ''Ftmctional Ceramics" Aug. 4-22 in the University Center Gallery at the 
University of Montana in Missoula. The display will be open to the public without charge 
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. weekdays. Display items will be for sale. 
Both Petersons have attended the University. Michael received his bachelor of 
arts degree in secondary education at UM this spring, and Susan has attended classes 
on the Missoula campus about two years. She has focused on art and plans to take more 
classes at UM this fall. 
The Petersons have lived in Missoula five years. Michael attended grade school 
in Red Lodge and is a 1965 graduate of Orange Glen High School, Escondido, Calif. 
Susan is a 1966 graduate of Billings Senior High School. 
Items in the August display will include place settings of dinnerware; casseroles; 
tea sets; wine decanter sets; bowls, and platters. There will be about 100 items in all. 
All of the ceramics made by the Petersons are hand-crafted. They use native clays 
for glazes and obtain other clays from Georgia, Kentucky and ~lissouri through the Archie 
Bray Foundation in Helena. The out-of-state clays all are high-fired clays which can be 
worked at 2,350 degrees. Regular brick clays are fired at about 1,850 degrees, Michael 
Peterson said. 
The Petersons, who have attended art sessions at the Council Groves Craft School, a 
nonprofit arts school located on Mullan Road 8 miles west of Missoula, make ceramics in 
a barn behind their home at 708 N. 4th Ave. W. They are in the process of building a 
bigger kiln in order to improve production procedures. The Petersons display and sell 
most of their items through galleries in Billings, Helena and Missoula. 
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